Here’s the alternative: Water Forum
Storm water harvesting, recycling and
better aquifer management were the basis
of the Victorian Water Forum’s submission
to the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee’s recent inquiry on Melbourne’s
future water supply options.
The submission compared the costs and
benefits of the Government’s current strategy (the desalination plant and the northsouth pipeline) with the alternatives and
made some telling assessments.

Government’s current strategy:
▼ Build a 150GL desalination plant at
Wonthaggi and the north-nouth pipeline.
▼ Estimated cost of $5 billion and rising.
▼ Create as much carbon pollution as
330,000 cars each year.
▼ Dump 50,000 tonnes of toxic waste a
year.
▲ More than double water rates.
▼ Secure big profits for an overseas company through a PPP.
▼ Threaten regional communities and
industries.
▼ Decimate Victoria’s food bowl.

Singin’ the blues
The Bass Strait 12 have sold more than
300 copies of their CD Desal Blues since its
launch at the Royal Hotel in Loch.
For only $10 a CD, you can do your bit
to raise funds for Watershed Victoria’s
campaign and enjoy some great original
music. CDs are available at:
Wonthaggi: Maxine’s; The Burra Shop;
Vortex; John Gemmill’s Natural Medicine
Centre; Watershed’s Saturday morning
stall outside Safeway.
Inverloch – Bunurong Environment
Centre; Design Emporium; Marjerie Scott’s
Health and Education Centre.
Elsewhere - Kilcunda Store; Sea Salt
Cafe, Cape Paterson; Kongwak Market;
Royal Hotel, Loch; Tarwin Lower Health
Food Shop; Watershed’s Saturday morning
stall outside Coles supermarket, Cowes.

In the frame
The Gift exhibition raised more than
$15,000 to promote sustainable water consumption and spread the anti-desalination
message in Melbourne.
The exhibition was launched at Dalyston
Hall on Friday, November 7, with a second
show held at Synergy Gallery, Northcote
from Friday on November 28.
The original art works were sold through
a silent auction. The artists include Adam
Foster, Marion Chapman, Peter Walker,
John Adam, John Mutsaers, Colin Suggett,
Dennis Leversha, Anita Stepano-Ross,
Fiona Kennedy and Cheryl Alkemade.

The currently available alternatives:
▲ Upgrade the Eastern Treatment Plant
to produce over 100GL of recycled and/or
purified water at less than half the cost
of the desalination plant.
▲ Harvest at least 75GL of storm water.
▲ Fast track tanks into 8 per cent of suitable
houses per year to yield 25GL.
▲ Encourage strong, achievable water conservation targets throughout the community.
▲ Underground (aquifer) management, with
top-ups from recycling, storm water, etc.
The benefits include stopping the dumping of 150GL of polluted water at
Gunnamatta per year and less than half the
energy use of the desalination plant.
The submission pointed out that sustainable water use was more likely when there
was no profit motive to use more water, as
there was with a public-private partnership.
The committee was due to report to
Parliament by December 31 but the deadline
has now been extended until 30 April 2009.
Details can be found at www.parliament
.vic.gov.au/enrc/inquiries/water/hearings.

President’s report
Highs and lows
On December 4, the Victorian Water
Forum held a rally at City Square in
Melbourne, launching our “Water – It’s a
No-Brainer” campaign, which makes the
case for sustainable water options available
to secure Melbourne’s water supply.
These are better, cheaper and generally
quicker to implement than building a desalination plant.
We have received support from manufacturers; water tanks from Polymaster and
Rural Tanks Seymour and a pump from
Davey Water Products, which we’ve formed
into prize packages. For details and to
enter, go www.watershedvictoria.org.au.
The passing public in this busy city
venue showed interest in sustainable water
options and concern about desalination.
We marched to Parliament House, where
National Party Leader Peter Ryan and
Greens Leader Greg Barber endorsed the
merits of recycling and other sustainable
water options ahead of desalination and the
north-south pipeline.

Call that democracy?
Arising from a peaceful sit-in protest for
an hour or so at the public road used to
enter the desalination project site on July 8
this year, I was charged with “unduly
obstructing a road”.
My case was heard December 5 at
Wonthaggi. The physical facts of the day
were not disputed, and the Magistrate
therefore found the charge to be proven.
However, the record is not complete without
the context of the facts.
In 2006, then Premier Steve Bracks
slammed the Liberal Party pre-election pro-

Colin Suggett’s cartoon forms part of
the Summer of Change campaign.
“Recycling and conservation will
secure Melbourne’s water supply
... The energy generation [of a
desalination plant] is enormous,
the intrusion on the community is
enormous and, of course, it’s
extraordinarily expensive ... really,
what a hoax it is. We’re into longterm solutions.”
Then Victorian Premier Steve
Bracks comments on the Liberals’
election proposal for a desalination
plant, November 13, 2006
posal for a much smaller desalination plant.
It is hypocrisy by the Government to then
propose a desalination plant; indeed, it is
subversion of our democracy.
In May/June 2007, the Labour
Government announced, without enquiry or
justification to the electorate, that it would
build the world's largest desalination plant,
at enormous cost.
The Auditor General has reported that
there are deficiencies in the financial
process surrounding the project.
In these circumstances it is the Labour
Government, the Premier and the Water
Minister who are hoodwinking Victorians,
who are perpetrating a hoax, who are committing a crime of dishonesty against the
Victorian electorate, and it is beholden on
all caring and thinking Victorians to stand up
and to make them accountable.
If to sit on a road for an hour or so,
demanding honesty from our Premier, from
our Minister for Water, from our Government
is unduly obstructing a road, then I am
guilty, and proudly so.
Stephen Cannon
President, Watershed Victoria

